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to landmarks and mass transit options.

Chicago Architecture Center & John Hill.

VERDICT With stunning visuals, this is not

Guide to Chicago’s Twenty-First-Century
Architecture. Univ. of Illinois. May 2021.

only a captivating study of architecture but
also an insightful snapshot of Chicago’s history and daily life. Readers interested in
Chicago or in urban architecture, planning,
or development will devour this volume.—

320p. ISBN 9780252085710. pap. $34.95.
REF

Architect Hill (Guide to Contemporary New
York City Architecture), in collaboration with
the nonprofit Chicago Architecture Center,
has produced a beautiful work that highlights 200 architecturally significant buildings and spaces from the last two decades, in
Chicago and the surrounding suburbs. Hill
highlights visionary, dynamic projects that
are accessible to the public, were designed as
“long-term additions to the cityscape,” and
exhibit innovations in infrastructure and
energy-efficient construction. The work is
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HEALTH & MEDICINE
Hillstrom, Laurie Collier. The COVID-19
Pandemic. ABC-CLIO. (Turning Points). Mar.
2021. 174p. ISBN 9781440878275. $40. REF

This very timely resource explores the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, from a largely
U.S. perspective. Hillstrom (The Vaping
Controversy) starts with an overview, with
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divided into five regions (“Downtown,”
“North Side,” “West Side,” “South Side,”
and “Suburbs”), then subdivided into 21
neighborhoods. Each entry includes at least
one photograph of the building, the name
of its design architect, and background information, plus the building’s address and
its nearest public transit stop. Sidebars spotlight additional sites and projects, many in
progress or under construction. The work
features two excellent indexes, organized
by architect/building and building type,
and many maps, with helpful directions
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Rob Tench, Old Dominion Univ. Libs., Norfolk, VA

sections about the U.S. response and the
politicization of the crisis. The book also
places the pandemic in historical perspective with a chronology of major epidemics
and pandemics from 1350 to 2014. Articles
cover the virus’s emergence in China, its
economic consequences, and relevant U.S.
political issues, such as the congressional
CARE Act and tension between President
Trump and governors who requested federal assistance. Hillstrom also considers the
pandemic’s impact on home and family life,
education, and sports, before concluding

with brief biographical profiles of important
figures of the era, such as Deborah Birx,
Andrew Cuomo, Anthony Fauci, Mike
Pence, and Gretchen Whitmer. Each article
has a resource list, and the work concludes
with a list of articles, books, and websites,
by subject area. VERDICT Though useful, the
book focuses on events in the United States
before the 2020 election and the widespread
rollout of vaccines. It examines social, political, and economic issues rather than medical and clinical information. Those seeking
current information about the pandemic
and its effects around the world will need to
consult other sources for supplemental information.—Barbara Bibel, formerly Oakland P.L.

HISTORY
夝Mace, Darryl. Rosa Parks: A Life in
American History. ABC-CLIO. (Black
History Lives). Jan. 2021. 189p. ISBN
9781440868429. $63. REF

Rosa Parks (1913–2005) is known as the
Black woman who refused to give up her
seat to a white man on a bus in Montgomery, AL, in 1955. This entry by Mace (history and political science, Cabrini Univ.; In
Remembrance of Emmett Till) in the “Black
History Lives” series adds to Parks’s legend
by taking a scholarly look at her life. He
writes that Parks was raised to be strong and
independent; her mother and grandparents
believed education was important for later
success. Mace examines the role of rape culture in Parks’s life, with excerpts from an
essay in which she describes surviving an
attempted rape. The book covers the Montgomery Bus Boycott and Parks’s refusal to
give up her seat, as well as the remainder of
her life, before concluding with a powerful chapter entitled “Why Rosa Parks Matters.” A full list of sources, a time line, and a
thorough index round out the work. Mace’s
research is excellent, and he handles the subject with compassion. VERDICT Those interested in learning more about Parks and the
civil rights movement will find inspiration
in this enlightening work.—Jason L. Steagall,
Arapahoe Libs., Centennial, CO
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Tucker, Spencer. Great Sieges in World

History: From Ancient Times to the 21st
Century. ABC-CLIO. Feb. 2021. 301p. ISBN
9781440868023. $97. REF
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